COLLECTION OF RATES (DUBLIN). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated i July 1878 y—for, 

COPIES “of Memorial addressed in 1877 by a number of Members of the 
Dublin Corporation and elected Poor Law Guardians of Dublin to His 
Excellency the Lord Lientenant of Ireland , relative to the Office of 
Collector General of Rates in Dublin : ” 

« And, of Dates of all Orders issued to the Government Printers relative to 
the Printing of the Report and of the Minutes of Evidence of the late 
Commission of Inquiry into the Collection of Rates in Dublin 



Irish Office, 

16 July 1878. 



} 



JAMES LOWTHER. 



COPY of Memorial addressed in 18 77 by a number of Members of the Dublin 
Corporation and elected Poor Law Guardians of Dublin to His Grace the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland , relative to the Office of Collector General of 
Rates in Dublin. 



To His Grace the Duke of Marlborough, Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 



May it please your Grace, _ 

We, the undersigned members of the Municipal Council of the Corporation 
of Dublin, and of the Boards of Guardians of the North and South Dublin 
Unions, having learned that it is the intention of the Chief Secretary for Ireland 
to comply with the request of the Corporation and the Boards of the INorth and 
South Dublin Unions as representing the whole body of the ratepayers, to intro- 
duce a Bill providing for the better collection of rates in the City of Dublin, and 
having seen a statement in the public press to the effect that a vacancy is likely to 
be created in the office of Collector General of Rates, and the names of certain 
persons having been mentioned as likely to obtain the appointment, who are 
prominent political partisans and members of the Constitutional Club, considei 
it our duty respectfully to lay before your Grace the following reasons why, m 
our opinion, such an appointment would be unsuitable, and would be distasteful 
to a large and influential body of citizens and ratepayers. 

The franchise, both Parliamentary and municipal, in Dublin depends upon the 
payment on or before certain dates in the year, of the taxes recoverable by t le 
Collector General. These rates are nearly all brought in by a staff of collectors 
under the control of the Collector General, and who call from house to house for 
that purpose. It is thus within the power of the Collector General and his staff 
largely to affect the franchise by either pressing for the prompt payment of 
these rates, or not pressing for them until after the date when them payment 
secures the franchise. ,, .. 

In order to command public confidence in the impartiality of the collection, 
it is therefore, in our opinion, essential that neither the Collector General nor 
the members of his staff, more especially the collectors should be, or have been 
actively and personally identified with a political organisation harag for its 
object the working of the franchise in the interests of a particular political 
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There is in Dublin at present a political organization known as the “ Consti- 
tutional Club,” the object of which is the promotion of the interests of a certain 
political party, chiefly by means of the franchise. 

In the Collector General’s Office at present there are a considerable number 
of gentlemen, some of them collectors of rates, who are, or have been, con- 
nected with the Constitutional Club, either as paid officials or as members, and 
without making any imputation upon any of these gentlemen, we are in a 
position to state that this fact has diminished public confidence in the impartial 
collection of the rates in the city. 

Were any prominent member of the Constitutional Club now to be appointed 
to the head of the office, we are of opinion that all public confidence in the 
impartial collection of rates would be destroyed, and a well-grounded feeling of 
suspicion and dissatisfaction would be created. 

The appointments in the Collector General’s Office are vested in your Grace, 
but the salaries and expenses are payable out of the rates, and we therefore 
respectfully suggest to your Grace that the opinion of the elected representa- 
tives of ratepayers should be consulted in the appointment to the office of 
Collector General, and we beg to submit to your Grace the foregoing statement, 
and respectfully pray your Grace’s attention thereto. 

(signed) H. Tarpey , Lord Mayor. 

John Campbell, High Sheriff. 

H. O’Rorke, Alderman. 

P. P. McStoiney, Alderman. 

E. Dwyer Gray, T.C. 

George O'Neill, T.C. 

William J P. McDermott, T.C. 

Anthony O'Neill, T.c. 

Ignatius Kennedy, T.C. 

John Kennedy, T.C. 

William Campbell, T.C. 

Gerald P. Warren, T.C. 

John Kelly, T.C. 

Charles Dawson, T.C. 

Michael Bolger, T.c. 

William Dempsey, Alderman. 

Patrick Dolan, t.c. 

A. T. Moore, t.c. 

Michael Kernan, t.c. 

Peter Finegan, T.c. 

William Meagher, T.c. 

Joseph McCann, Alderman. 

Michael Murphy, T.c. 

John Gavan, T.c. 

James W. Mackay, Knight, Aider- 
man, J.P., County and City of 
Dublin, 



J. P. O'Reilly, T.c. 

Michael R. Gunn, t.c. 
Cornelius Dennehy, T.C., J.P. 
Richard Keating, T.C. 

P. W. Long, T.C. 

James Reilly, t.c. 

E. A. Hayden, T.C. 

P. T. Bermingham, T.c. 
Edward MacCrcady, r.L.G. 
Richard Walsh, T.C., J.P. 
Maurice Butterly , r.L.G. 
Patrick Cummins, P.L.G. 
Terence O'Reilly, r.L.G. 
Christopher Ryder, P.L. G. 
John Fitzsimons, P.L .G. 

John Burke, P.L.G. 

Peter Gibbons, P.L.G. 

John J. Burke, P.L.G. 

Joseph O'Reilly, p.l.g. 

John Carolan, p.l.g. 
Michael Lyons, P.L.G. 
Laurence Me Court, p.l.g, 

P. Pilsworth, p.l.g. 
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RETURN showing the Dates of all Orders issued to the Government Printers 
relative to the Printing of the Report and of the Minutes of Evidence of the late 
Commission of Inquiry into the Collection of Rates in Dublin. 



Report - 



Evidence 



Proofs ordered on or about 25th March, 
24th April, 4th, 13th, and 16th May 
1878 



Proofs ordered on or about 4th, 7th, 10 th 
14th, 21st, 22nd, 23rd, 25th January; 
12th, 20th, 25th, 26th, 28th February, 
and 1st March 1878 - 



These dates are given ap- 
proximately, the precise 
days upon which these 
proofs were ordered not 
having been recorded. 



Revised proofs ordered 18th and 27th April 1878. 

Final proof ordered (with Report) 4th and 8th June 1878. 
Order to print off Report and Evidence issued 13th dune 1878. 



T. Browning, 

Dublin, 13 July 1878. Secretary to the late Commission of Inquiry. 



The Order from Her Majesty’s Stationery Office to print 
was sent to Ireland on the 22nd J une 1878. 



for Parliamentary circulation 
T. D. Pigott, Controller. 



London, 16 July 1878. 
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